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July 22, 2008
Dear Nursing Home Leader:

As the Advancing Excellence in Nursing Homes campaign enters its third year, the
American Health Care Association (AHCA) applauds the decision by the coalition’s
Steering Committee to continue this unique and voluntary approach to quality
improvement. Our commitment to Advancing Excellence is steadfast and strong.

Advancing Excellence is demonstrating its effectiveness at improving nursing home
guality. Evidence shows that participating facilities are moving toward campaign goals
faster than non-participants. New data also suggest that Advancing Excellence
participants that set targets in clinical areas are leading the way in attaining the
campaign’s goals over all other facilities.

While improving quality in nursing homes is the objective of the campaign, added value
has been realized by bringing together, for the first time, a cross-section of the long term
care community — providers, professionals, consumers, labor and government -- to foster
and guide better care in nursing homes. Also, the creation of deep and care-specific
resources, available free to participants and non-participants alike, is a boon to nursing
homes struggling with low Medicaid payments and high inflation rates.

We look with pride to the strides the LTC profession is making by embracing this effort to
improve the quality of life for residents, their families and the staff of America’s nursing
homes.

Respectfully,
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Bruce Yarwood
President and CEO

THE AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ASSOCIATION IS COMMITTED TO PERFORMANCE EXCELLENCE AND QUALITY FIRST, A COVENANT FOR HEALTHY, AFFORDABLE
AND ETHICAL LONG TERM CARE. AHCA REPRESENTS MORE THAN 10,000 NON-PROFIT AND FOR-PROFIT PROVIDERS DEDICATED TO CONTINUOUS
IMPROVEMENT IN THE DELIVERY OF PROFESSIONAL AND COMPASSIONATE CARE FOR OUR NATION’S FRAIL, ELDERLY AND DISABLED CITIZENS WHO LIVE
IN NURSING FACILITIES, ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES, SUBACUTE CENTERS AND HOMES FOR PERSONS WITH MENTAL RETARDATION AND
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.



